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ExecuTiVE SUMMARY

Therateof increasein Latino populationsin South Carolina
from 1990-2000 was 211.2%. Thisincreasefar exceeded the
ratefor the nation asawhole, whichwas57.9%. From 2000
to 2002, L atino populationsin South Carolinaincreased by a
rateof 14.9%. Asof 2002, South Carolinahad thefourth
fastest rate of increasein Latino populationsinthe United
States, after Georgia, Nevada, and North Carolina. Espe-
cialy sncetwo of thestateswith the highest rates of increase
in Latino populations are adjacent to South Carolina, and
metro Greenville, South Carolinaalready isarecognized
hypergrowth Latino hub, the changesin Latino populationsin
South Carolinaareworth investigating.

Inthispublication, Census Bureau dataare used to docu-
ment L atino popul ationfiguresinthe46 countiesof South
Carolina, from 1990 to 2000, with estimatesfrom 2002. Data
tables, charts, and maps are used to display thesedatain
tabular and graphicforms.

INTRODUCTION

Therapid growth of Latino populationsinthe United
States, and in states such as South Carolinain particular, has
garnered grest attention fromthemedia, lawvmakers, policy
makers, and socia serviceproviders. 1n 1990, L atinos
represented 1.1 percent of thetotal popul ation of South
Carolina. Thiscompareswith 9.0 percent of theU. S. popul a
tionasawhole. Latinosasapercent of the state’ spopulation
roseto 2.4 percent at the time of the 2000 Census of the
United States, effective April 1, 2000. The comparablefigure
for the country asawholewas 12.5 percent.

Whiletheincreasefor South Carolinamay not seemterribly
significant, it representsarate of increase of 211.2 percent,
compared with arate of increase of 57.9 percent for the nation
asawhole[1]. Censusestimatesfrom April 1,2000to July 1,
2002 revedl that the percent of Latino residentsin South
Carolinahad increased to 2.7 percent, which representsarate
of changeof 14.9 percent. Thisrate of increase places South
Carolinaasthe statewith thefourth highest rate of increasein
Latino population.



" From April 1,
2000to July 1,
2002, South
Carolinahad the
fourthfastest rate
of increasein
Latino populations
in theUnited
States.

" Theonly states
with higher ratesof
increasein Latino
popul ations 2000-
2002 were Geor-
gia, Nevada, and
North Carolina.

" Latinoshad the
highest rate of
undercount inthe
Censusof the
United States of all
racid andethnic

groups.
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Only Georgia, Nevada, and North Carolinahad higher
rates of increasein Latino popul ations 2000-2002[2]. It
should benoted that L atinoshad the highest rate of under-
count of al race and ethnic groups counted in the Census| 3].

Previouspublicationshave presented datacomparing the
genera characteristicsof South Carolinawiththoseof the
nation [3] and have provided detailed dataon the general
characteristicsof South Carolinacounties[4].

A personisconsideredto beof Latino or Hispanicorigin
if the person* isof Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South
or Central American or other Spanish cultureof origin,
regardliessof race’ [1]. Debatescontinue about whether
“Latino” or “Higpanic” isthemost appropriatetermfor these
individuals. Inthispublication, “Latino” will beused.

Inthispublication, the focusisonthe L atino populations
in South Carolina. Detailed are ratesof increasein numbers
by county, L atino populationsas percentsof thetotal popula-
tion of counties, the countieswith thelargest popul ations of
L atino residents, and the countiesthat experienced declinesin
Latino populations.

All findingsare based on United States Census Bureau
data, asprovided by the South Carolina State Office of
Research and Statiticsin their South CarolinaCommunity
Profilesprogram. Datatables, maps, and chartsare used to
summarizethesefindings. All tables, maps, and chartsare
origina tothispublication.



" From 1990 to
2000, thelLatino
populationin South
Carolinaincreased
by 211.2%.

" County ratesof
increasein Latino
populationsfrom
1990 to 2000
ranged fromalow
of 12.4%in
AllenddeCounty
toahigh of
1,624.6%in

Jasper County.

" From 1990 to
2000, no county
inSouth Carolina
saw adecreasein
Latino populations.
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L ATiNO PopuLATIONS IN SouTH CAROLINA,
1990-2000

Thecountsof Latino populationsin each of the 46
South Carolinacountiesfor 1990 and 2000 are presented in
Table1(page7). Alsoincludedinthissummary tableisthe
percent changein Latino population for each county. The
rate of changein Latino populationsfor theentire state was
211.2 percent. AscanbeseeninTable 1, many of the
state’ scountiesexceeded thisrate of increase. Inaddition,
from 1990-2000 no countiesin South Carolinaexperienced a
declineinLatino populations.

Thedatacontainedin Table 1 aregraphically displayed
inMaps 1-3 (pages 8-10, respectively). Figure 1 (page 11)
chartstherate of increasefrom 1990 to 2000 for theten
countiesinthe state that had the highest rates of increasesin
Latino populations.

From 1990 to 2000 county ratesof increasein Latino
populationsranged fromalow of 12.4 percentin Allendae
County toa high of 1,624.6 percent in Jasper County (Table
1). Theten countieswiththe highest ratesof increasein
L atino popul ationswere Jasper County (1,624.6%), Saluda
County (1,529.1%), Newberry County (942.9%), Hamp-
ton County (670.4%), Greenwood County (657.8%), Dillon
County (609.2%), LaurensCounty (540.8%), Edgefield
County (536.7%), Chesterfield County (506.9%), and
Marion County (476.4%).

In 1990, L atino popul ationsrepresented 1.1% of the
state’ stotal population, asprevioudy stated. 1n 2000,
L atinosrepresented 2.4% of the state’ stotal population. The
differencewas1.3. Table2 (page12) details, by county,
L atino popul ationsas percentsof total county populationsfor
thosetwo Censuscollection periods. Thetableasodisplays
the changein Latino population asa percent of total county
population from these two collection points. Maps4 (page
13) and 5 (page 14) display theLatino populationasa
percent of total county population for 1990 and 2000,

repectively.



" Severd counties
inSouth Carolina
had negative
changesinLatino
populationsasa
percent of tota
populationfrom
1990 to 2000.

" However, no
South Carolina
counties experi-
enced adecrease
inLatinopopula
tionsfrom 1990to
2000.

" Latino popula
tion changesfrom
2000 to 2002
ranged fromalow
of -9.4%in
Chester County to
a highof 31.7%in

Jasper County.

" Sixteen counties
inSouth Carolina
had anincreasein
Latino populations
that exceeded the
statewiderate of
14.9% between
2000 and 2002.
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It should be noted that several countiesexperienced a
negative changein Latino popul ationsasapercent of total
population from 1990 to 2000. However, no countiesexperi-
enced adeclineinthenumber of Latinoresidents. Thus, itis
safetoassumethat countieswith anegative changeinthe
percent of Latino residentsintheir total populations had
proportionately larger increasesin numbersof resdentsfrom
other racia and ethnic categories.

Fourteen of the state’ s46 countiessaw adifferencein
Latino populationsasapercent of total population that ex-
ceeded thestaterateof 1.3. Thesewerethe counties of
Beaufort, Chesterfidld, Dillon, Edgefield, Greenville, Green-
wood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Laurens, Marion, Newberry,
Saluda, and Sumter. Oconeeand Y ork Countieshad a rate of
changein Latino populationsaspercent of total populationthat
wasidentical tothechangeat thestatewidelevel.

EsrimAaTED L ATINO POPULATIONSIN SOUTH
CaroLINA, 2002

Table3 (page 15) providesasummary of the estimates of
Latino populationsasof July 1,2002. Alsoincludedinthat
tableisthe percent changein Latino population, by county,
from 2000 to 2002. Maps6 and 7 (pages 16 and 17, respec-
tively) display these data.

Therateof changein Latino populationsranged froma
low of -9.4% in Chester County to ahigh of 31.7% in Jasper
County.

Asprevioudy noted, therateof changeinLatino
populationsfrom April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2002 was 14.9% for
thestateasawhole. The countiesthat exceeded thisrate were:
Beaufort, Cherokee, Darlington, Edgefield, Greenville, Green-
wood, Horry, Jasper, Laurens, Lee, Newberry, Oconee,
Pickens, Saluda, Spartanburg, and Y ork.



" Theten South
Carolinacounties
withthegreatest
increasesin Latino
populaionsfrom
2000 to 2002
wereGreenville,
Greenwood,
Horry, Jasper,
Laurens, Lee,
Newberry, Pick-
ens, Saluda, and
York.

" Latino popula
tionsdeclined from
2000to 2002 in
Barnwell, Berke-
ley, Chedter,
Darlington, FHo-
rence, Marlboro,
and Sumter
Counties.
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Figure 2 (page 20) graphically depictsthe percent
increasein Latino populationsfor theten South Carolina
countiesthat had the greatest rate of increase. These
countieswere: Greenville (25.5%); Greenwood (20.7%),
Horry (22.6%); Jasper (31.7%); Laurens (29.7%); Lee
(29.2%); Newberry (20.7%); Pickens (22.6%); Saluda
(27.6%); and, York (21.2%).

The 2002 estimates placed the percent of Latino
residentsasatotal of thestate’ spopulationat 2.7. This
representsachange of .3 over thefigurefor 2000.

Table4 (page 18) enumeratesthe L atino popul ation as
apercent of total populationfor each of South Carolina's
46 countiesin 2002. Alsoincludedinthetableisthe
changein thisratefrom 2000 to 2002 for each county.

Map 8 (page 19) displaystheinformationin graphicform.

Nine counties had L atino popul ations asapercent of
thetotal population at aratethat exceeded that for the state
overdl in2002. Thesecountieswere: Beaufort; Greenville,
Greenwood, Horry, Jasper, Newberry, Richland, Saluda,
and Spartanburg.

Theten countieswiththehighest Latino populationsas
apercent of total populationin 2002 aregraphedin Figure
3(page20) . Inadditiontotheninecountieslistedinthe
previousparagraph, Berkeley County isincludedinthis
figure. While Berkeley County saw adecreaseinLatino
population asapercent of itstotal populationin 2002, its
percent of Latino residentsstill exceeded that for the state
aswhole.

Table3 reved sthat seven countiesin South Carolina
saw adeclinein Latino populationsfrom 2000 to 2002.
Therateof declinefor these countiesisgraphedin Figure4
(page21). Thecountieswithdeclinesin Latino populations
inthistwo-year period were: Barnwell (1.5%); Berkeley
(3.6%); Chester (9.4%); Darlington (5.9%); Florence
(1.9%); Marlboro (.5%), and Sumter (8.6%).



" Theten South
CarolinaCounties
that consgtently
have had the highest
Latino populations
since 1990 are
Aiken, Beaufort,
Berkeey, Charles-
ton, Greenville,
Horry, Lexington,
Richland, Spartan-
burg, and Y ork.

" Greenville, South
Carolinahas
emerged asone of
thenation’ s* hyper-
growth” metro
areasrecognized as
aL atino hub.

" TheLatinoboom
inthe Southishere
to stay.
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Figure5 (page 21) chartsthe Latino populationsfor theten
countiesin South Carolinathat havethelargest Latino popula-
tions. Theseten countieshave consistently had thelargest Latino
populationsin the statein 1990, 2000, and 2002. These coun-
tiesare: Aiken; Beaufort, Berkeley, Greenville, Horry, Lexing-
ton, Richland, Spartanburg, and, York.

HEeADING SouTH AND HERE TO StAY: NEW LATINO
IMMIGRATION PATTERNS

Ananaysisof Latinoresidencepatternsfound that of 18
metro areasexperiencing “ hypergrowth” in Latino populations,
Greenville, South Carolinawaslisted 11th. Toppingthelist were
Raeigh, North Carolinag, Atlanta, Georgia, Greensboro, North
Carolina, and Charlotte, North Carolina[5,6]. New Latino
immigration patternsinclude settlement in southern sateshistori-
cally not seen asidea permanent locations, and settlement in
small townsand suburbsrather thaninlargecitiesor barrios[7].
Findly, anayseshaveled writersto concludethat the L atino
boomintheseareasis*“hereto stay” [8].

SUMMARY

South Carolinahas seen asteady increasein Latino popula-
tion since 1990. Currently, South Carolinahasthefourth fastest
rateof increasein Latino populationinthecountry. Giventhat
two of thethree stateswith faster ratesof increaseareitsneigh-
bors(North Carolinaand Georgia), and that metro Greenville,
South Carolinaaready isahypergrowth Latino hub, it should be
anticipated that barring radical changesin policy or declineinthe
factorsof these statesthat attract L atino populations, South
Carolinawill seefurther increasesinitsLatino populations.

Whilethe numbersof Latinosmay appear small, theratesof
increasefar exceedtheratesfor thenationandfor all other states
except for three. Theseincreasesjustify acall for further study
into factorsattracting and retaining L atino resdentsin the Sate,
why some countiesarelosing L atino popul ations, and theimpacts
of theseincreasesin Latino populationsin areassuch asagricul-
tureand food production, industry, tourism, consumer markets,
socid and public services, K-12 education, community planning
and devel opment, and higher education.



Tablel. Summary of Latino Po

pulations, by County in South Carolina, 1990-2000.

County Population, Population, | Percent Change,

1990 2000 1990-2000
Abbeville 98 217 121.4
Aiken 867 3,025 248.9
Allendale 161 181 12.4
Anderson 559 1,832 227.7
Bamberg 75 118 57.3
Barnwell 146 327 124
Beaufort 2,168 8,208 278.6
Berkeley 2,599 3,935 51.4
Calhoun 39 212 443.6
Charleston 3,873 7,434 91.9
Cherokee 259 1,092 321.6
Chester 80 255 218.8
Chesterfield 160 971 506.9
Clarendon 144 560 288.9
Colleton 176 551 213.1
Darlington 211 658 211.8
Dillon 76 539 609.2
Dorchester 1,040 1,722 65.6
Edgefield 79 503 536.7
Fairfield 105 250 138.1
Florence 508 1,383 172.2
Georgetown 187 919 391.4
Greenville 3,028 14,283 371.7
Greenwood 251 1,902 657.8
Hampton 71 547 670.4
Horry 1,259 5,057 301.7
Jasper 69 1,190 1624.6
K ershaw 245 886 261.6
L ancaster 212 978 361.3
Laurens 211 1,352 540.8
Lee 75 264 252.0
L exington 1,302 4,146 218.4
M cCormick 26 86 230.8
Marion 110 634 476.4
Marlboro 79 205 159.5
Newberry 147 1,533 942.9
Oconee 528 1,562 195.8
Orangeburg 331 875 164.4
Pickens 571 1,879 229.1
Richland 4,647 8,713 87.5
Saluda 86 1,401 1529.1
Spartanburg 1,521 7,081 365.5
Sumter 1,239 1,918 54.8
Union 69 199 188.4
Williamsburg 129 273 111.6
Y ork 735 3,220 338.1

DataSource: South Carolina Community Profiles, http://www.sccommunityprofiles.org/

Latinosin South Carolina, 2004.




Map 1. Number of Latinos in South Carolina in 1990.

Data Source: South Carolina Community Profiles, httpfenerer sccommunityprofiles org
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Map 2. Number of Latinos in South Carolina in 2000,

Legend

Data Source: South Carolina Community Profiles, httpfenerer sccommunityprofiles org
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Map 3. Percent Change in Latino Population in South Carolina from 1990-2000
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Figure 1. Ten Countiesin South Carolina with Greatest Increasesin Latino
Populations, in Percents, 1990-2000.
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Data source: South Carolina Community Profiles, http://www.sccommunityprofiles.org
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Table 2. Latino Populations as Percent of Total Population, by County in South Carolina,
1990-2000.

County Per cent of Per cent of Change, 1990-
Population, Population, 2000
1990 2000

Abbeville .5 .8 3
Aiken .9 2.1 2
Allendale 1.8 1.6 -2
Anderson .5 11 .6
Bamberg .6 N4 1
Barnwell 1 14 A4
Beaufort 3.2 6.8 3.6
Berkeley 2.8 2.8 0.0
Cahoun 4 1.4 1.0
Charleston 17 2.4 7
Cherokee 7 2.1 A4
Chester 3 N4 4
Chesterfield 5 2.3 1.8
Clarendon 7 17 1.0
Colleton 7 14 7
Darlington 4 1.0 .6
Dillon 4 1.8 1.4
Dorchester 17 1.8 A
Edgefield .6 2.0 1.4
Fairfield .6 1.1 5
Florence .6 11 .5
Georgetown 5 16 11
Greenville 12 3.8 1.6
Greenwood .5 2.9 24
Hampton 5 2.6 2.1
Horry 11 2.6 15
Jasper .6 5.8 5.2
K ershaw N4 1.7 1.0
Lancaster .5 1.6 1.1
Laurens .5 1.9 14
Lee 5 1.3 .8
L exington 1.0 1.9 .9
McCormick A4 .9 .5
Marion A4 1.8 14
Marlboro A4 7 .3
Newberry .6 4.2 3.6
Oconee 1.1 2.4 1.3
Orangeburg 5 1.0 5
Pickens 7 17 1.0
Richland 2.0 2.7 N4
Saluda N4 7.3 6.6
Spartanburg .8 2.8 2.0
Sumter 1.6 1.8 2
Union .3 7 A4
Williamsburg 5 i 2
York 7 2.0 1.3

Data Source: South Carolina Community Profiles, http://www.sccommunityprofiles.org/

Latinosin South Carolina, 2004. 12



Map 4. Percentage of Latinos in South Carolina in 1990.

Data Source: South Carolina Community Profiles, httpfenerer sccommunityprofiles org
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Map 5. Percent of Latinos in South Carolina in 2000.

Data Source: South Carolina Community Profiles, httpfenerer sccommunityprofiles org
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Table 3. Estimates of Latino Populations, by County in South Carolina, 2002.

County Estimated Per cent Change,

Population, 2002 2000-2002
Abbeville 231 6.5
Aiken 3,296 9.0
Allendale 192 6.1
Anderson 2,015 10.0
Bamberg 135 14.4
Barnwell 322 -1.5
Beaufort 9,572 16.6
Berkeley 3,793 -3.6
Cahoun 216 1.9
Charleston 7,995 7.5
Cherokee 1,266 15.9
Chester 231 -9.4
Chesterfield 1,078 11.0
Clarendon 623 11.3
Colleton 642 16.5
Darlington 619 -5.9
Dillon 610 13.2
Dorchester 2,053 19.2
Edgefield 538 7.0
Fairfield 261 4.4
Florence 1,357 -1.9
Georgetown 1,034 12.5
Greenville 17,929 25.5
Greenwood 2,296 20.7
Hampton 581 6.2
Horry 6,200 22.6
Jasper 1,567 317
K ershaw 975 10.0
L ancaster 1,091 11.6
Laurens 1,754 29.7
Lee 341 29.2
Lexington 4,683 13.0
McCormick 88 2.3
Marion 704 11.0
Marlboro 204 -0.5
Newberry 1,851 20.7
Oconee 1,831 17.2
Orangeburg 955 9.1
Pickens 2,303 22.6
Richland 9,430 8.2
Saluda 1,788 27.6
Spartanburg 8,489 19.9
Sumter 1,753 -8.6
Union 202 15
Williamsburg 289 5.9
York 3,902 21.2

Data Source: South Carolina Community Profiles, http://www.sccommunityprofiles.org/

Latinosin South Carolina, 2004.
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Map 6. Estim ated Numher of Latinos in South Carolina in 2002.
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Map 7. Estim ated Percent Change in Latino Population in South Carolina from 2000-2002

Data Bource: South Carolina © ommurdty Profiles, hitpe/fanew scconumunityprofiles org
Legend
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Table4. Latino Populations as Percent of Total Population, by County in South Carolina,
Estimated 2002.

County Per cent of Population, | Change 2000-2002
Estimated 2002.

Abbeville .9 A
Aiken 2.3 2
Allendale 1.8 2
Anderson 12 A
Bamberg .8 Nl
Barnwell 14 0.0
Beaufort 7.5 7
Berkeley 2.6 -2
Cahoun 14 0.0
Charleston 25 A
Cherokee 24 3
Chester N4 0.0
Chesterfield 25 2
Clarendon 19 2
Colleton 17 .3
Darlington .9 -1
Dillon 2.0 2
Dorchester 2.0 2
Edgefield 2.2 2
Fairfield 1.1 0.0
Florence 11 11
Georgetown 18 2
Greenville 46 .8
Greenwood 34 5
Hampton 2.7 A
Horry 3.0 4
Jasper 7.5 17
K ershaw 1.8 A
Lancaster 18 2
Laurens 2.5 .6
Lee 1.7 4
Lexington 2.1 2
McCormick .9 0.0
Marion 2.0 2
Marlboro 7 0.0
Newberry 5.0 .8
Oconee 2.7 3
Orangeburg 1.0 0.0
Pickens 2.0 3
Richland 2.9 2
Saluda 9.3 2.0
Spartanburg 3.3 5
Sumter 1.7 -1
Union 7 0.0
Williamsburg .8 Nl
York 2.2 2

Data Source: South Carolina Community Profiles, http://www.sccommunityprofiles.org/

Latinosin South Carolina, 2004.



Map 8. Estim ated Percentage of Latinos in South Carolina in 2002
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Figure 2. Ten Countiesin South Carolina with Greatest Increasesin Latino
Populations, in Per cents, Estimated 2000-2002.
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Data source: South Carolina Community Profiles, http://www.sccommunitypr ofiles.org
Figure3. Ten Countiesin South Carolina with Highest Latino Populations as
Percent of Total Population, Estimated 2002. Percent shown.
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
& & NS & A & S > R O
&‘\,\ é@ N fﬁ S & goé’ . é@‘ & é@)
Q Q@ ) & <~ <& &
R
Data source: South Carolina Community Profiles, http:/ww.sccommunitypr ofiles.org

Latinos in South Carolina, 2004.




Figure 4. South Carolina Countieswith Latino Population Declines, from
2000-2002 Estimates.
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Figure5. Ten Countiesin South Carolina with the Largest Latino Populations.
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